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USDER-GARMENTS, GLOVES, HoSIERY,

(L
Oxvriemen’s FURNIiHING (Foons
An sntensbve and superior varisty of e aboce "“d' at the
owest prices fir which they ean be purchased ia tiis eosniy,
wiil 1= Tound st the well-huow Impertieg and Musuisciaring
i " Usins Apaxs, No 51 Drosdesy,
(O peuite the Metrvpollisn Hotel) New Tork,
T Ne. ¥™ BRroavwAY
REA GAINS—
-9.-- ; !:::;un Prices —Perenson & Howmrnaey
will now seil of their stuck of Caxrkvs, ko, at ke lowest

FeLvey CamreTio . cioinanse 10, @14/,
w Tarvaray Canrnis « Bj @12,
M Butisgis..... « 8.

Z

i 1

ACH 3 PLY aeres 80 P ysd

cN Heavy Sur % 7).

s very large mssortaent of cbesp In-

Ou Citthe, Rugs, Matiing, Mats, &e.,

Wo. 57 Broabwa¥, comar of White st =

HOLIDAY PRESENTS.

Blegantly bonre “.t.'ﬂ(.'. w avery wanety aod of the latest
Lilcalions, tor s

s v W Hane k Sow,

— No 599 Brosdway opocsite Lhe P_l:i_-_'

Ricn Toret Goops.—Fine Perfumery, Soaps,

Labis's Eatrects, Liressing Cosen Lomwbe, Tooth, Wair, Nall

gq."u Brastes I:ransa Figares, Biague Figune, Clocks,

wees Ac e . fur smie by
HBasny Havivase, lmporter, No. 23 John d._

llou_un PRESENTS—SPECIAL NoTick, —In |

nee of the recent deetiuetiog :’ fign of the 1ear of the
peat Fancy Stoir ot H B Rosens, No 840 Breadway, ths
uthre sk (abuve 2000 worth) of rich wrd valestle
Jrpve, umique Tovs, recently coliected in Karopa by M:
must be sold ander an arisogement with the Fire
i U Thean poodte, & portion of which slightly

Sasanged by s e snd water, will Lo sid st s erost sacrifice,
withe ot regard 1o cost.  Tiose ln want of hm-_&il-mdg, Jen
iets, Potumery, Retionles, Work-8oaes, Busc Boxes,
for old end you . Tuye tor the children, will fiod this
e ' .ﬂ 8. Hoeres, Faucy Uazear, No. #4
roadwey.

For THE HOLIDAYS.—
Frae Wisks and Spinive,
me, o quantitirs to wmil
& Kespatt, Wine Marshaet,
No. 7 Willameat | New- Yok,

HoLipay PREsENTs.—HoRACE WATERS, No.
439 Hrosdway, hae the largeit and most slegant ssottment uf
Piasos and ‘u oproNs, wanufectured by e most solabreted
makers b the Unlon. 1o kis Warerons can be fousd Planoe
from tom different mapufactarios, auvd Melideons from five do.,
aferdlng o vpporiunity for Lhe snlestion of Hullday Prosents
for & friend, not 1o be Lad olsewhare ln the Unlted States, aud
Bt prices so extremely low as to come wiihin the monas of Wl

Homace Warens, No 335 Brosdway.

P. 5. —Botween this snd New-Year's Day, Mr. W will sl
Pinvos, Melodeons, Musle sud Musical Tuut raments of ail Biods
at & greater disconnt thas b bes cver madn before

OVERCOATS, TaLmas, BusINESS CoATS, DRESS
anp Faock Coars, de —We are closing out oor elegant stock
of the above garnonts, st greatly reduced prices

D Deviis & Ca,,
Now 258, 253, 990 Broadway, cor, Warren ot.

Ropes bE CHAMBRE, EMBROIDERED SMOKING
Jackers, GeavTormEs's Suawes, ke —A very wolnct stoek of
ibe sbove, fur Holidsy preveuta, st very reduced prices.

D Deviis & Co ,
Non, 258, 250 200 Brisdway cor Warres ot

Boys' CroTiise,—Our large stock of Doys'
WisTes CLoTning, snd the piices st wiilch we are closiag
tham out, duserve tb-'ul:inau nileutlon o!uui;wl-a auyzﬁ,inl
thelr Boys duriog the idays, wviin k Co,,

;&-4. 20, 25, 20 Broadway, cor. Warrer st

sl wholesalo pr
A

TakixG Brock.—From now till the 1st Janu-
. wowill offer our Iarge asd slegant Brock of WisTer

CLOTHING 8t very low figares, to close thi sone b,
- ' D, eviix & Co,,

Nos 354, 240, W0 Brosdway, cor. Warren st

Conores's Patest Learuen  Boots for
Hovioay FaEsasTs.—A large ssscriment 1o fit ehildren, from
h Also, b iful Blipp e gant) aud

e waLling ru.:f Sllppers mnde to arder, before
wre requested to lewvo thoir ordemn tmmedistely,

ar
to prevest dieappointment
. POttt T Warkixs, No. 114 Fulton "

Lyox's KarnaimmoN.—The inconteated, the In-
eoutentibln speriotivy of this srtiels for remoring swd besati-
fying the human hsir, has won for it & cnluhll? unpincedented
im the bistory of the Materin Medica. Soid by all dealerm

Limre fur 25 cla, & bottla,
i b s Lvows, No. 18] Brosdwsy, up stalre

Rich JewreLry, for holiday presents, may be
found st lower raten st the store of Wilmanti & Bextos,
Ko, 349 Brosdwny, thae at any other estabiiatment in vhis elty,
We know 1t e hard times, and sell sccordlugly. Please call
and oxanidue our sock.  Hemomber

WinMantn & Bextos,
No 0 Brosdway,
Sign of the Gulden Eagle

SrLEstiD HoLIDAY PRESENTS—=DiANO- FORTES,
—The eubeeribers would esll sttention of thow desiring to
make & uly spiendid as well as useful bulldsy present to l{wu

elegnnt

CRYATAL PALACR PRIZE PIANG FORTES,
of Papler Muché and carved Rosewnod, which they now offer
for Jfoprther with a splendid sssorimsnt of thelr insten
mhelnvrrulﬂn of oase, fmmﬂ! to T octave, of & quelit
which eanpot be surpused, whizh will be Tully warrsniea, ag
sold at pibees thet cannot fall to wuit, Also, MuLovroNs of
very uwuh-rqnnm'y. Grovestees & TuLow,

No. S Broadway, adjoning 3t Nicholes Hotsl,

WisTER CroTHiNG.—The undersignod will
i ipose of the balanes of hia steck of fret quality Resov Mave
"LOTHING, paapristug Overcoats, Busines Costs, Puutaloans,
eots, &o., st wholesale prices with o view of reantering the
new at the old stard, No. 231 Brosdway, on the lat of
February next, with an antire aew siock,
Wm T dewsinos Noa Tand ) Rarelsy-st,
TIOLIDAY IRESENTS,—A great saerifics of rich
BILEs, CLoaks, Batins, fiue VeLvers, Mrnisos, Paraist:
aa, Flnide, Ludies' Ulothe, Cashime res. Black 3ilks, Lz, o ron-
stantly golig on st G M. Bopisa's, Mo, 520 Grand ot., corusr
of Orchard. Ladies purebasing for the Holidsys should cal
sarly.

ﬁoum\' GIF TS, —Useful and croamental ar-
thelos, suitable for Presnts for the ladiee. geuts, &c . can be
‘at WHiTe's—such as fashionable Furs st low prices.
Also, Wiite's Holidey Har—a style which Mr W, haslesued
expressly for the sesson. witE, No 212 Brosdway.

1268 — Eight PIANo-ForTes und twelve GoLp
WATCHES, worth #2500, ¢fered to the Literat! and Mosiclaoe,
for Competition in Mustc, PorTey, Conusprusms, & Of
fiee for the peceprlon of the varuus componitione No. 351 Broad-
way, New York. Prck, FELLows & Uo.

R R —No. 18

Ranwav's ReaviaTors—A PPLEASANT Pun-
SATIvE <l aix hour, & doss of Ranwav's Recunatonrs will
make & well man or woman of the sick. Osn the first P
toma of paln or sickness, or |1 the howels are irreguinr » ol
wulfer from Costiver e or your head nebes and you fenl o fall.
wess in the 'bud.,“uab'hl“ psins or rush nfb&u‘-—nrll’ o
have a bilieas att sck and sympromas of fever appear, shin {:\.
dry, pare take from one to three REGULATORS, and, If yon
are not llnd{;whod = r\n: room, ik six hours you will he
free from all foelings. 11 you are eonfined 108 sick bed,
take two every three bours, unthl you bave taken six of the
Recrrarons, I-Id.?ll may rely on a IKD“’ TRCOYErY.

In all casen of Scrofula, Syphills, King's Exll, lg paia,
Brouchite, Lung Complalats, Ranwav's ‘uutulsm-nu
YEST ncta with the same spord and efficacy se the Rendy Ra-
liofdoes in_scute malsdien In slx to twenty-four hours the

t will feel lts curative nﬁu;{;e R R Reviey wasthe
avered

o nnd s the only, remedy evar wrill ntop the
mlr:nm:‘m. FAT .’fo- minuten. Lot tlur:.;! c‘mi.
L] "

.B—R R. Remedies are sold by Druggists he
R A L R
6 HESULVENT. . No. 162 ot
stairs, New York, oy o
CosTar's Rar, -CockRoacH, &¢., EXTERMI
naton Duror has removed to No. 388 Buosvwar, havis
burnt clesn out by the fire at his ald stand, No. 4
oadway, A uew Harey FamiLy (o o fow daye,

Wan Svocoxstioxs,—Among the wggestions now
going the rouad of tho British Press, and fioding fa-
vor with public opinion, are the fullowing: A band
of ‘‘mavvies " with spade and pickax, barrow and
boring tools, to thiow up intrenchiments, and relieve
the troops from tha! laborious duty, and to lay down
& line of rails from Balaklava to the camp, for eary
trapeportation and commanication with the ships:
Colt's revolvers for the rank and file as well as for
the officers, and a general supply of cannon-spike
and hammers, especially for the cavalry, so that
when they carry the enemy's guns, if only for & mo-
ment, they can render them unserviceable for the
day. The subject of winter elothing is much can.
vaseod. Pea jackets are declared to be no meet
protection against the outting blasts of the Crimes;
sheop-skin coate with the skin outside, such as the
Russian pessant wears, buck-+kin mittens, fur boots
and caps, are recommended by those who have bad
experience of the severifies of & Ruwian or Canadian
winter. It is said that the proposed wooden buts
sbove the ground will mot avswer without stoves,
and that the warmer plan would be to live in holes

under ground, with the roof slightly above ground,
in the same way as the Russians did lest wiater in
the Danubian Principalities,
e

Frox Turks Istaxp.—Capt. Buck, of the schooner
Valentine Doane, from Turks laland, arrived yee-
terday, 25th, informs us that there was no salt to be
had at any of the Ialands. The quantity en hand at
Turks Island was about 6,000 bushels, which bad
been previowly evgaged, and for which 30 cents per
bushel was asked. The V. D. came home in ballast,

| or telegeaph;

| of the great anniversary.
CARPETS AT CosT—PUR- |

NewoPork Daily Sribune,
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Christmns was very geoerally observed o thin
City and neighborhood, yesterday, whersfore we
are without onr nsusl reports of business trans-
actions  But lirtle of interest reached us by mail
it would seem tnat not only bual-
pesn but even news was suspecded in corse juence

SRS

By the steamer Georgs Law, we have recelved |
California pews to Dee, 1. Bbe briogs nearly s
million and a bali in Gold. The intelligence by |
thin arrival is not importact.

THE NEW ALLIANCE.

France acd Epglawd are at war with Rassia as
Allies snd defenders of Turkey, menaced sud as-
ssiled by the overwhelming forzes of the Crar.
After watehing the varyiog fortunes of the fray
for mearly a year, Austris declares in favor of the
Weitern Powers snd eoters into sheir alliance
Yet it reems nign'ficant that she enters iute
engsgements with France and Eagland only—not
iveluding Turkey, the only power seriously mon-
sced by the Autocrat, which waa the first to de-
clare war, and in whose behalf the stragele was
undertsken, A strong Austrisn eorps now oe-
cupy in force the trane-Danubian Provinces of
Turkey which were clutched by Ruesia at the
outset as ber © material guarantee’’ for the sutis-
fsetion of ber elsima; more Austrians will un-
doubtedly be poured into those Provinces; yot
Turkey's existevce seema hardly to be recognized
by the new Alliance, though it virtuslly pleiges
itsel to efiect o most important aod vital change
in her constitution, by securing protection against
ull persecution or ilt-trestwent to her Christian
subjectss Had Turkey been a party to this en-
gngement, the Autocrat's main pretext fur pro-
soking hostilities would have been destroyed.
Does vot the course actuslly taken amount to s
virtual ignoring of her substantial political ex-
istence? They blamed the Czar for speaking
privately of Turkey as *'a gick wan on our bands
—n very sick man.” Do not the Allies say by
actions quite ss much ne the Czar did by words !

Agsin :  The Czur demandend, as the head ofthe
Gireek Chureb, to be regarded ax Protector of tha

Orthodox Greck Christinns reeiding in Turkey.

This was rejected by the Sultan, with the tacitif |

not positive approval of France snd England, as |
sumounting to s claim of cobrdinate sovereignty
with the Sultan, snd asaffordiog pretexts for par- |
petual interference in the iuternal concerns of
Turkey. We think the ohpction well taken,
Well: the Vienns Treaty, it is understood,
unites all the Powers ag exactors aud protectors
of the religious rights of the Christians in Tar-
key. If the Russian demand was objectionable,
iw not this at least equally so !

Nobody appears to imagine that Anstria enters
into this Al'iance otherwise than under the pres-
sure of necesvity. She appears to side with
France and Englaud beesuse Palmerston and
Louis Napoleon ssy to ber, **We can stand your |
“peutrality no longer: you mnst side with us, or |
we raiee Hungary, Italy, Poland, ag#nst you," |
It is probable aiso that & beavy subsidy from the |
British Excliequer is 8 part of the consideration
for thin engagement. Austria obtains this money,
(which sbe sorely needs, ) s guaranty of the maio-
tenance of her il gotten and woree-kept posses-
sions, and present immuanity from the Revolution-
ury tempest lowering darkly on her herizon. In
return she engsges to do—what ! To make war
on Kussin pext Bpring, in case the (Czar does not
meantime accede to ressonable terma of peace.
Well: suppose & coquetry of negotiation should
be earried on at Vievuoa for two or threes months,
and then Austria should decide thatthe Czar's pro- |
positions are ressonable, and that but for the ob-
stinsey and extreme pretenslons of the Allies,
peace might be made; what then! There will
be loud tak of Austrian perfily, of course; but

Count Buol would survive it.

On the whole, we advise Louis Nspoleon and
Palmerston to make their hay while the sun
shines. They, doubtless, want money—or, at
suy rate, will waot it hafore lopg. Let them
take advantage of the momentary fool's paradise
their new achievement has created, and push
throogh their loans with al dispateh. There is
no time like the present time.

Finally, let our own people keep clear of this |
quarrel, in feeling as well ns in fact. Itisn war
of the Past, oot of the Present—a war of dynas-
ties, of races; ot a war for the Rights of Man;
a war for the Balance of Power, not for the uprais-
ing of the down-trodden Millions, It is » capital
quarrel to let alone.

THE ATTITUDE OF PHRUSSIA,

Aun atteative perusal of the speech of the King
of Prussia, st the opening of his Legialative
Chambers, will justify the surmise that he is nearly
decided to take a course wholly opposite to that
followed by Austria.

The parsgraph in the speech saying that
*t Prussia will be in position to defend at any mo-
+ ment her interests and her place among the nations |
i of Furope, if the threateming isswe of politweal
+ erents should compel her,” poiuts to eventusli-
ties which can not come from Russia. The King
of Prussia declares emphatically in several of his
diplomatic communications that he has decided
to maintain a strict neutrality. The Czar agrees
to it. Eungland and France, and may be Austris,
mesace and will compel Prumis to declare foror

spect ber neutrality, allow her to be the broker
of the Russlan exporting trade, and make im-
mense gains where others are positive losers.
Theee powers, therefore, not allowing Prussiato
make ber own choice, to follow her own interests,
to put ou the protocols of Vienna such a eonstrus-
tion as she chooses, and to maintain s position
which she believes the mast beneficial to her—
these Powers menace her imterests and her place
among the mations of Ewrope; and against them
seems to be exclusively directed the rather war-
like part of the Reyal Bpeech.
e ———
THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE.

The National Era complains, and Justly. boo,

that the proceedings of the Board of Trustees

there is pothing very novel in that.  We suspect |

| ligent men.
| bave been benefited, and the words * Diffusion

and Directors of the Smithsenian Iastitu'e are
kept secret; that reporters are not admitied to
their meddings; and that the public are keptin
ignovance of the degres of activity, as well as
of the purposes and views
members of that body. The
what exelusively in the inferest of the inhabit-
mts of Washington—regirding the Institation
ot alocal ome. But the question is one of a

larger scope; and the mismanagement prevall-

ing there concerna the horor and interest of the
whole sation,

Almost every citizen and inhabitaat of this
country is ehrendy acquainted with the history of
the fonrder of this Inatitusion, We know what
whe the parsmonng intention which lad Mr. Smithf
sm 1o bestow this eplend d gift on the people of
the United Stares. It was a homage paid to the
most shanlute Universality, to troe Demoera®y,
and Republizanizm. In this gpirit alone, was the
endowment mede; in this spirit alons, was it kis
purpose to promate the eatse of general enlight
erment. o bis mind, the knosledge to be dif
fused was to go band in kand, and be indissolubly
blended with the unique socisl lifeof this country.

| It was to enlighten the maeses, and 6ot to geatify |

the few; totench the paople to know their duties,
s well ua their rights: to unfold, more distinct-
Iy, within them, the true dignity of manhood,
developed by freedom and self-government, He
desired as far es posaible, to bring to the door of |
the lowest and poorest all steaioable faclities |
for gepvive sociel enltivation and mental growih.
Swithien eouid uot have intended merely to pat-
ronize the Ixbors of certatn aelect loarned indi- |
viduals, bus rather to contribute toward forming |
an enlightened aud high-toped oation. To thishe |
gave his wite, It is evident that along with i
this parsmount aim, eud a8 a mesas of ad- |
vapcing it, the patural sciences, sod all useful |
discoveries in them were considerad by the |
founder a8 deservieg the Lighest consideration,
But the true value of all scientifie resenrch ia ita
apsistance to the human mind in not merely |
comprehending, but in practically masteriog na-
ture and rendering 1ts powers nd elements sab-
servient and usefnl. Thus considered and ap-
plied Science elevatea humanity, physically and
worally; ite influepee is for the well-being of man
kind snd the gemers] prosperity of the masscs.

1t was, therefore, the chief purposa of Me, Snith-
son to render the lustitute immedistely useful to
the people. He thought to confer a benefit on
society by thie very publicity which was to char-
neterize all ite opers'ione; but, instead of 1 s, we
vow find secresy, narrow-mindedness, and o shal-
low spirit of exclusiveness monopolizing oo en.
premacy in all matters appertaining to tho con-
duct of the Inst tution. And now, we ask those
persons who direet ita affnira in this bilden and
peculisr manner, to instance, in the smallest de-
gree, zny result of their superior wisdom, by
which the cause of general inteligence has been
promoted or extended. Have they, in the most
remote way, been instrumental in diffusing koowl-
edge, upon 8 sirgle useful subject, smong the
masses ! Tus any phase of society derived hene-
fit or advantage from the existence, the 1ub rs or
the resonrces of this Institution !

A considersble part of the means of the estal-
Jishment have been desoted to a few trivial experi-
mente—resesrches. rather than discoveries—in
some physical branches of knowledge; and it in
with justice that The National Era calls its
i physical establishment.” But, had it been the
design of Smitheon to sse.  anly in the cultiva-
tion of the physieal seience. ! those abstruse
studies which are ineompreben: ole ty the gen-
ernlity of men, surely he would not have be-
quentbed this valuatle legacy to the Amerlcan
people, but would rather have left the money to
Lis own country, or some other European State,
Such establishmerts are only adapted to the pe-
culiarities of European society, where the pur-
suite of science are circumseribed, and restricted
te the select few. Dut, in the mind of Smithson
scieroe was geperal, and the faitiation in it of the
dewovratic body of the people was & prominent
objeet.  This great conception, could ouly be
renlized bere in Aweries; to Americs, therefore,
be bequentbed his fortune, Lut we have dis-
torted his will, sud misuuderstood, or rather

wiliully perverted, bis intentions. Beautiful and
costly editions of minute and arudite disquisitions

on paleontology and fussilology, whieh, from thelr
intrinsie inutility could bardiy asve found any
other publisker, charm the patrician cyes to
whom they are forwarded by the Institute.
They carn the spplause of eavants, bristling with
desoratiovs, and with various titles of official dig-
pity. These results of Smithsonian labors are
shelved in splendid libraries, and then covered |
with dust, to molder there. How very different
weuld be the result, if really popular and
useful wcience, socisl morality, humanitarian
philosophy, snd the rights sud duties of
wapkird to society, had been made the
subjects of their Jucubrations, and the prl-|
mary objects of the Iostitution. It may
be that such publications would not have
been welcome in royal closets; but, anawering to
the intentions of the founder, they would have
made their way ioto the emmanon schools of vur
States—thore eradies and mupseries of free, intel-
In this manner the masses would

¢ of Useful Knowledge would have appearad to be
something more than s specimen of phraseology.
But nothing like this bas been done. A mesger |
cabinet of natural curiosities, and a most defective
library, sre the sole tangible results within the
reach of the American people, snd thess only to
be visited and wondered st on sccount of their
intripcie poverty, and the time and money which |
bave been so unscrupulously wasted upon them.
fauithson bavirg. in his will, explicitly stated
bis intenticn, conld not do otherwise than leave
to the practical senre of the American people the |
maurer of csrrying out Lis generous wish, He
left it to the judgment of the nation how to apply
the bequest in the most profitable manner, with

sgainet them, protesting they can no farther re- | "**P€t to the necessities of our social state—to

the epirit of the age—and to the life of cur
republican institutions. Dut bow strangely bave
Lis wishes been misrepresented ' The affair fell
urder the mansgement of respactabilities; and
there it remais. The same spirit which pre-
siced over the formation of the Congressionsl |
Library, and fled it with illustrated editions of |
dirty romsnee writers, sueh as Pigault, Le Brun,
and Paul de Kock, extends its uncongenial in-
fluence to the Smithsonian Institute, aad holds
under its protection the coterie presiding there.

Years ago. 8 decislon of Congress assigued a
considersble annual sum from the income of the
Bmithsonisn Fund, to be devoted to the forma-
tien of & library. But this provisiod bas been
eluded, if not violated; and it is saddening to see
what is accomplished, na compared with what
mwight have been realized. The two libraries,
that of Coogress and the Smitheonian, with
the ute of such large sums, and arranged so as to
complete each other, might bave become a
scientifie treasure to the country generally. The
Congressional ought to have been formed with
the view of aiding and guiding statesmen in their
researches; and, for that reason, works on His-

| cipal of anether still; and make a sinking fund of

| terest only to pay for labor, and borrowing from

tory, Geography, Btatistics, Politionl Economy,

and Yindred subjects, should have filled ita
shelves. Had the Smithsonisn Library sheorbed
the various other sclences, the combination
would have been of the most useful and harmoni-
ous charseter. As it stanls now. we eonsider
the manper in whieh the Smithsoninn Institute
is conducted, wholly dugraeefal; it is a fagrant
violation of 8 Nationa! trust. and of the confilence
of the geperous donor, If pothing better ean be
deze » suggestion, siready once hroached in
Congress, shouid be earried into effect: that is,
to restore the food to the Leirs of Swithson,
ratber than thus openly to wrong his memory.

BAILROAD POLICY.

We bave slways been favorable to Railroads,
their builders sud stockholders. We believe the
Iatter are public beoefactors. and we always re-
joice te beyr that their public spiric and enter- |
prise are well rewsrded. 17 we could this day |
1ift all their stocks to par, and gnarantee them |
dividends of four per ceat. every eix months, we
should do it with greai pleasure.

And yet we are pot convinced that the surest
way to the financial prosperity they justly seek
lies throngh the proposed advance of passenger
fares. Let us consider this poiat:

To the fgurers for ao advauce, all things are
eaty. A certain rosd received, wa will say
10,000 per mile, for earrying passengers and
Treight during 1354, It paid ont $5,500 per mile

| for running expenses, $3,000 per mile for inter-

est on loans, £1,000 per mile for new dépots, ad-
ditions] turn-outs, sde-tracks, &c , and the odd

| #0500 per mile in reduction of its floating debt;

leaving just mothing over to diside among ite
stockholders,

«Now,”" says a figurer, *the whole matter is
‘“plain. Owr rates ere too (oo, Increase our
« charges for Freight fifteen and for Passage

twenty-five per cent., and we sball bave twelre
sthonsand dollars per mile, which will meet all
s these outgoes and leave cight per ceat. for our
wlopg-suffering stockholders.™

No, it won't; and we Il show you why:

Ssy the average charge for passage is now two
cents per mile; add twenty-five per cent. and
you make it two and a half cents: surely nobody
will objeet to that.

Yer, they will, and this is how: An old farner |
lives ten miles from the railroad, and wishes to
visit, with bis family, a relative also living ten
miles off the line, and #ixty miles in the direction
the roed Tuns. He can take the family in his
wagon and drive the distance easily in a day and
a balf; or he can run down to the nearest station,
take the ears for sixty milee, and ride thence by
stage or wagon to his destination. The difference
between the fare at two and at two and a half
cents per mile may determine whetherit s ad- |
vissble that he spould go by railroad or by his
own conveyanes. Ten miles’ distsnce from the
rosd msy or may not be the precise point at
which this difference becomens operative; it is not
material whother it be five, ten or filceen. Suffice
it that there manifest’y i2 & tract on each side of
the rosd, snd not s very narrow oune, whence
paseengers wonld be attracted at two cents per
mile who would be repelled at two and a half.
Aud this s but oue of many eases in which an
iverease of fare would operate to repel patronage.

The year now closing hins been & disastrous one
for business generally. The erops have been
short, and this hae diminighed freighta; the people ¢
are poor, snd this tends to decrease travel. The
Kailrcads will pot bave received so much by
twenty per cent. during the last quarter of 1551 |
vs they would have done had the harvest
Leen bountiful snd business prosperous. We
think the Railroads will make a blunder if they |
permapently increase their charges becanse of
thin temporary depression.  Let them eut off the
dead-hends and thus swell their receipts; lek
them retrench all useless expenses and thus
diminish needless outgoes; and let them confi-
dentiy snticipate that their receipta at the old
ptices will be ten per cent. more in "i5and twenty
per ceuk. more in”50 than they have been In 54,
It is by this steady increase of their busineas and
reegipts, fonnded on & constant inerease of Popu-
Iation sad of Production on either side of their
several tracks, that their fortunes are to be re-
trieved. We nppeal confidently to time for proof
that these views are correct.

CITY BOOK-KEEPING,

The masuer in which the financisl accounts of
the City are kept, is undoubtedly very clearto |
the comprehension of scientific men, and may be
satisfactory to the offirers immediately con-
cernéd; butwe imagine that from the Controller's
reporls, plain a they are to the initiated, not one |

Ia fifty of the citizens in general csn make out |

satisfactorily the City's liabiliti®h and means. |

If a railroad company were to borrow one sum
to pay for grading another for iron, another for loco-
motives, snotker for ears, snother to pay interest
on the iron fund; and then set apart receipta from |
freight to pay the principal on one debt; receipts
for earrying the wail to pay interest on another,
applying the surplus to the reduction of the prio-

the receipts from through travel, using the in-

the anticlpated revenue of the current year to
make up deficencies—with such & disposition
of accounts, the Railroad Company's books
would very fairly represent the balance
sheets of the City aonually lwmed from
the Controller's office.

Instead of & gezeral debt, merely specifying
the time the bends expire, and the rate of inter-
est, we bave the Water Stock, the Croton Wa-
ter Stock, the Water Loan, the Publie Building
Stock, the Public Building Stock No. 3, the Pub-
lie Bulding Stock No. 4, the Fire Indemnity
Stock, the Public Education Stosk, the Docks
and Slips Stock. Revenue Bonds, Assessment
Bends, snd we don't know but others still.
Tlen, in regard to payment, we have quit reats,
water rents, real estate, bonds and mortgages,
lizenses to pawnbrokers and second-band deal-
ers, wharf-rents, market fees and rents, the
avails of the Fire Loan Stock, the Bellevue
Alms-House, when sold, and other items applied
to the redemption of the public debt; while all
receipts for interest on bonds and mortgages,
Majyoralty fees, fines and penalties, court fees
collected for the Corporation, rum licenses,
sales of property other than real estate, Croton
water rents, and all other rents not specified,
are good .ncugh only to psy inferest on the debt,
sny deficiency therein to be made up by tazation.
This whole City Debt business is cut off from
the Tresury, snd placed In the hands of Commis-
sioners of the Sinking Fund, though all the mo-
::lc«mrllym through the Coatroller's

ce.

Thea come the Temporary Debt accounts, which

are grestly confuzed by a #ystem of bomﬁul
every yesr in January the mouey to be raised by |
tax in October, giving due-bills in the shape of
Revenue Donds, bearing interest, thongh the in-
terest o said to be more than made up by the
taxstion upon taxes mo: paid within s specifiad
time. Again, large sums of money are borrowad
on what are ealled assersment bonds to pay for
stroet opening, sewers, &c., which money ulti-
wately comes back to the Tressury from the as-
sessments made upon the property beefited.
Other aceounts are opened fur borrowing from
the Treasury to pay the intersst on these assess-
ment debts, thus makiog coufusion worse coa-
founded. Now we hase to calculate the amoank
of these various debte, the interest, the receipts
from fised and varisble sources, the probadle
amount of street work, and the probable money
comirg in from assessments eollected, add, sud-
tract, and arrive at—what ! Why, the very
startirg point in & simple sceount; viz.: How

| much do we now owe; what means have we to

pay it: how much do we peed for the year, and
where is it to be obtained ! At this point we must

! callupos the hesds of departments to send in their

estimates of receipts and expenditures, snd having
deducted the ficst from the last, we begin to get
a glimmering of the resl amount to be assessed
st large upon the Cify, asthe tax for the year.
Hasiog taken in deficiences from the previous
year. and allowed for deficiencies in the receipts
of the sinking fand for the payment of iaterest
on & dozen permsnent debts, we cipher out the
balsnce and send it to the Tax Commissioners,
whe levy it in three separate assessments ealled
. County, Lsmp and Street,” *Couaty and
+ Lamp,” and * County” Districts,

By the terma of the Charter. the Controller is
required to furnish, fur general information of the
citizens, at lenst two months before election each
year, s detailed statement of the receipts and
expenditures of the Corporation for the year,
chiefly to show how much raoney is wanted by

| tax. The conditivn in which this siatement is

put forth we have endeavoredto explain, By
the footings of the condensed tables, say last
year, the expenditures of the Troasury appesred
be over $10,000,600 for that year alone, while
the other side of the account is beaded ** Appro-
«printions,” making no distinetion between
money borrowed and that raised by tax. This
is exclusive of the Sivking Fund Account, which
deals culy with permanent debt and the interest
thereon, True, one wmay, if tolerably good at
figures, work out from the test of the report
just how much money the people are to raise
within the twelve-month, and what for: but not
one in & hundred will take the trouble, if he has
the capacity to do so.

Now, why not consolidate all these intricate
tables into one plain statement, since the Finance
Department must practically do so, in order to
balauce soy one account ! The fact is simple
enough: The City owes now so much; the year's
intereat, and principal due, if any, will eall for a
certain sum; one executive department for so
much, another 8o much, &c.. making in the ag-
gregate asy twenty millions, Deduct debt not
coming due this year, and receipts from all
sources exeept taxation, and the balsnce re-
quired is what the pecple are called npon to

| raine under general nesesament. The details may

show as much of the seience of book-keeping ag
fancy may dictate; but let us have, b least, a
simple, intelligible balance-sheet, that the people
csn see through withont diffieflty and without
mistake.

The London Times, in s leader (Nov. 25, ) makes
use of the following langusge:

© As crtizens of England, as ablies of Frapce, we
ferl 8 i1l more ashamed than dismayed at the positlon
nur anited forces ccoupy.”

Tue pbrare proudly deelaimod on such ocea-
sione used to be ** British subjects.” Why does
The Times now drop it for the republican term
s oitizen!” Derhaps sa it becomes leas loyal it
secks to beecome more national in ite rhetorie,
Certuinly, as respects tho present war, for which
the nation was the first to declare and the dynasty
fke last, it would be more necurate to call the
Queen the subject of the British Nation than tho
British Nation the subjects of the Queen,

CHRISTMAS.
e .

The outward obeervance of Christmas Day was far
more general this year than ever before, in this City
and neighborhood.

The day wes rather disagreonble, being fogzy in
the morning, and particularly wet and muddy under
foot all day, Thercfore there were not half so many
citizens abroad ns usual, though a considerable pro-
portion ventured out to the churches where servicea
were held, and to the various places where charity
dispensed her bounty.

Within doors there was an abundance of true hap-
pisess. Santa Claus, despite the hard times, had
kindly remembered his litle friends, and thousands '
of delighted parents drank their ll of the purest
happiness from the sparkling eyes and merry lsugh-
ter of those who know eneugh to be happy witha
trifle, and too little to be miserable at ll. Wa hope |
that the innocent diversiona of the good Santa Claua |
may continue to flourish and increase ns long as there
are innocest children to gratify, and fond parents and |
friends to share their joys. ‘

Probably half the stores, shope and places of busi-
nesa in the City were not opened st all yesterday; |
while of the other half, the greater portion were slosed
before 9 ALM. A few retailers of faney goods and
toye, some of the dining-saloons, and all of the rum-
holes were open all day; but the walking was ro bad
that either thare was less drunkenness than nsual, or |
else it was kept within doors.

As usual, there were a pumber of Military parades,

| but even here there was a falling off—not half samany

companies being out as lest season.

In the evening there waa a great rueh to the
Theatres and other pleces of entertgioment, and all
were crowded to their fullest capacity by sudiences
composed in great part of those who seldom treat
themselves to such entertainment at any other soason
of the year,

Without designing to make s regular report of the |
day's doings, we append euch facts as happened to |
fall under the notice of our reporters in their journey-
inge to and fro through the sown.

CHRISTMAS AMONG THE POOR,

The inmates of the iwo missions at the Five Polots
bad s merry Christmas yesterday. The chapel atthe |
0ld Brewery Mision-bouse wus full of children and |
visitors through the afternmoon, some of whom were
made bappy by giving and othera by reesiving Christ- |
mas gifts. Mr. Lark?n, the worthy pastor, seemd
particularly bappy. Mr. M'Lean, too, was in his
elemert. The 1#dies who maiotain this mission
csuse & great des’. of happiness apon these holiday
oceasions,

At the Five Points Houss of Industry, Mr. Pease
bad his hands full all this morning in getting ready,
and all the af* srmoon in attendiog to & constant crowd
of visitors, the first of whom retired to give place to
others; oll.erwise the rooms could not bave held a
;‘mvumhhlﬁNMﬂwu-

‘The.re were about 300 children present who atten

fed not only with substantial food, but the luxuries of
to them a real merry Christmas,
But the wost substantinl part of the festival was

sbout 2400 eontribated, in small same, by the visitors, —'8

to furnish substantis! food to the pror in fatare. A
coniribution of 660 leaves of bvad eny poceived
fiom the servant girls in the howse of Richard K,
Haight. This preveated many 8 poor woman and
children, who eame ts the donr for fwd, from golag
supperless to bed, or rather to sloop upon the foor,
withont abed. We could ot help thinking A we
tasted ooe of these fine white [oaves, hat it possessad
8 pecuiiar sweotness It had the sweotness of geny.
ine charity.

A mopster cake, scut by Mrs. Jooes, of No, 133
Greene-st , was divided amoug the poor sewing wo-
men of the house. Some one inguirad of Mr. Pesss,
if bo intended to make n public holiday of Now.
Year's He said that beshould like to set & table the
while length of the chapel, and cover it with plain,
stubstantial food, and invite all the working poar of
the reighborhood to come and get ope 2rod haarty
meal, but he was almost afraid to make the attampt,
bécsuse the Institution bad run so far bohind—ay
wueh in debt—ihat he bad some seruples ahout sush
a plessart Now Year's offering to the poor

Among others presoat who escourazed him to sag
such a table, was Mr. Treadwell, of the 5t Nicholes
Hote!, who proffared to furnish food enough to illiwe
bundred mouths of sush na will get a good tiead
by ecoming to such a table only, perhaps in sll this
winter.

sore'hing havieg been said about the want of
room for work-shops in the present buildings, s lady
said oto would give £100 toward a building fand,
either to purchase the presuut site of the bhouse, or
other property on the Fivo Points, to buld a mors
commodions House of Industry, whers employment
could be given to all the destitute who would rather
work and live, than bes and steal and soffar the con-
pequence

After this lead, ten othem fllowed, with the same
proposition, to give & hundred dollars oach.

Both st this, ad all the other charitable Lostitutions
that we beard from, the present Curistmas was ons of
unusual cause of jogfuloess; for the epirit wwilfosted
by the people secms to indieste that they wiil uot wee

the worthy poor saffer for food while they are witiout o

work.

From the country, too, we hava racoived savoral
cratifying tokens of a willingness to contribute to our
aid in this trying tame.

The following note sjcnks the object of the donor
in better langunge than we onn employ.

It comes without pame of person or place; bat,
from the post-mark, we are sure that Norwich, Conn,,

contains one Christian widow. 1t rends:
In* cnating my bread apon the waters,” | wanl § wish some

»e (0 fall upon oun or more  of thoss ** distr
nentloned in oy Darny Teinus® of vhe 224 inet
| pever reach the pabiic eye " and | thersfors di

o phat wi
:hlr :‘n:h.-l widow s mile, with the prayer that the ofarag—
sunll and bamble—wmay be acoepted aa blessed to some do
sarving sufterer, from A LADY IN THE COUNTRY.

Dee. 23, 1524

That ** widow's mite’ is fiftoen dollars !

Another note, from Collinsville, Conn. :

Incloned plesse figd 85 for that w.dow with dve children,
ooless you know of sdme one more desitare, .

Yourstruly, (& 8

Thank you moat heartily, C. B., whoover you be.
That widow ats meat for ber Christwna dinner, for
the first time in many months, and she is not the only
one that gave thanks to God for your gift. Wede

know of others equally destitute.

In auother letter, signed A., wa do not know from =ete:

where, we find ** #2 for the poor widow,” and “#3
“ for the Children’s Aid Socisty.”
I sz othor Jetter from a lady, ** 81 for your genorsl

o pelief funid,” A csse of misery has been rolieved
with that.

A letter, dated Taunton, Masa., from & friend,”
eaye:

We have not o fow such with us; bat, having a little over, 1
send you #10 to go toward sakl barrel of flour te suid widaw.

We are glad to find not ouly that our friend basa
little over, but an overflowing heart.

Another equally happy feiend says: '* Notes all
“paid, and 85 for & poor fumily.” Another says:
« Here is 810 for the suffering poor of Now-York—
“pse it right.” We will tryto do so. Aladyte
whom we sent half of it and & tarkey for hor Clirist-
mas dioner, with our good wishes and sympathios,
burst into tears sud said: ©Ob, T hal bitterly
¢ despuired of anything but o dry crust of bread
“to-dny; and, na | looked upon my sick husband,
“out of work, I did not feel a bit like saying Morry
‘i Christmas; but you have lifted  load of cold ice
“from my henrt, Who shall I thank """ Our mee-
sengor answored : © Thank God," I will, I will™
i We haveene more noto from the country. Hers
1A

Brasuixcuasm, (Conn ) Saturday, Doc, 23, 1851

Inclosed 1o #1510 be ed in fesding the h
clothing tha raked GED. W, :ﬂ"zﬁi‘

There. We are not only enjoying & merry Chrlat-
maz—we aro downright jolly. At New-Year's, if
these things continue, we shall be immessurably
happy.

—_—

THE HOME FOR THE FRIENDLESS.
There sre few public Institutions of charity in

which the observanees of Christmaa were so fall of
intercst aa those which we witnessed at the Home
of the Friendless, in East Thirtiethat. Botwoea
12 and 1 P. M. yesterday, one hundred child
partock of an excellont dinner st the Howme, while
their mothers, throagh an invitation from the Iadies
of the Society, dined at the rooms of the School, in
Thirty fourth-st. The subsequent exercises wore of
an extremely interesting eharncter. Thoro waa & va-
rlety of singing and spesking by the children; and,
on the presentation of one hundred hoods and talmss
by the lady-patrons, a littde girl namod Maggie Buras
returced thanks in the following pretty linos:

P dear. and Teachsrs kind,

1o our childish bearta anshrined,

Tu your kind and tendor care

Thanks wo glve for what we are;

Thanks we give for what we know,

Maore than just a year sgo

When our sehool waa in the street,

Avd wa bad not food 1o eat,

Clothing seant. sod fest all bare,

And for us pone seemed to care

Now, we read. nnd write, and sew —

You bave taught us what we know,

May our Heavenly Friend above

Biese you aver with his love!

ARer this, the children adjourned to another spart-

| ment, where their bonefactors had prepared two

Christmas trecs, loaded with prescats, from which

they selected whatever toy happened to plesso theit &

childish fapcies. Never did the caremonies of the
Christmas Tree seem more appropriate than upon thig
occasion: those bappy children, with the light of con~

| tentment and intelligence beaming from their fostursd

—the numerous Jadies, with thelr fmilies, all cages
to promote the happiness of their litide protegie—al
ihese combined to form a picturs, on that eheerful
Christmns Day, the infiuence of which will contines
o be beneflicial in the recolloction of every persod
who was present.
The evening excreises, by tha inmates of the Homs
were similar in their charscter to those of the afternoom

———
CHRISTIAN HOME FOR SERVANTS.

Yesterday afternoon an excellent dinner was far
pished at the Christiae Home, to nhout forty femilé
servants, who are at present out of employmoat.
The dinper was givea by the supporters of the Is~
stitution, and was greatly enjoyed by those who pat
took of it. After tho dinner, an address was deliversd
to the Company by the Founder of the Institutios.
The spesker took her text from M
chapter, 21st vemse: ‘‘And she shall
“forth & Scm, and thou shalt call his name
their

the

:

“ for he shall save his people from

i

il

;
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